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Annual Report 2011

Achievements Since Last AGM (held in May 2010)

Consultations

· Somerset CC Aggregates Paper (Minerals)

· Somerset Building Stone Consultation Paper

· Commented in depth on three Core Strategies – Mendip, Sedgemoor and South Somerset 

Policy & Campaigns
· We have identified what we see as the main issues affecting Somerset and adopted Position Statements on these – Rural Affordable Housing, Renewable Energy, Agriculture & Food Security, Safe Cycle Routes, Local Food, Traffic Speed in Rural Areas, Agricultural Dwellings In Open Countryside.  All available on Branch website.

· Along with partners, we have urged National Grid to consider underground/underwater cabling vs pylons for the transmission of electricity from new Hinkley C plant to Avonmouth

· Currently urging all members to comment on Government’s Planning reforms

· Fought against closure of Council’s household waste recycling centres

· Objected to several large scale solar farms, particularly in South Somerset, due to loss of agricultural land.

· In South Somerset, we are currently urging Local Authorities to reconsider their proposed housing allocations in light of economic downturn and reduced inward migration to area

Branch Profile

· New website launched Oct 2010 – www.cpresomerset.org.uk 

· Maintained a steady profile in local media via press releases and letter writing

· 2 talks to community groups – Wiveliscombe WI& Chilcompton Village Design group

Volunteers

· 6 Executive Meetings held.

· Cathy Nicholls was co-opted Trustee
· Appointed Becky Collier Branch Development Officer with the role to increase the number of volunteers and to establish district groups. Successful in establishing new district groups in West Somerset and Mendip.

· Job descriptions produced for key volunteer posts & advertised at Local Volunteer Centres throughout Somerset – and on our website & those of partner organisations
· We now have 23 active volunteers, including Trustees but still need more!

Cooperation & Understanding

Our Exec Cttee and District Groups have met with the following to try to find ways of better understanding each other and working together for the good of the Somerset countryside

· John Meeker, Principle Planning (Policy) Officer, Mendip District Council

· Ruth McArthur, Planning Officer, Exmoor National Park Authority

We have also been on group visits to the following to learn more about specific issues:

· Rural Affordable Housing – Reeves Paddock, Priddy (met with Hastoe Homes & Priddy Parish Council)

· Microquarries & local building materials - Capton Sandstone Quarry -

· Micro-hydro power - Gants Mill, Bruton

We also maintain a presence on the following;

· SW Regional Topic groups – transport, waste, energy, rural affairs

· Somerset Quarries Advisory Group

We regularly participate in SW Regional CPRE meetings and attend Seminars and events to share best practice.


Current State of the Organisation

· Financially secure – over £50,000  in funds

· 500 + members 

· 6 Trustees.

· 17 volunteers

· Administrative support for 8 hours per week – Becky provides administrative support, compiles the Newsletter, manages the website.
· Branch Development officer funding until end of 2011.
· District group for South Somerset, Mendip and West Somerset – interest in putting together other active Districts groups.

· Better informed

· Better links with forward planning decision makers, particularly Mendip and ENPA. 

Main Somerset Issues and Proposed Action

	Somerset issues 
	How we plan to tackle the issues


	Further Action 
	Resources / Partners

	Local Plans - Urban expansions 

	Response to further LDF consultations – West Somerset and Exmoor National Park


	Re look at proposed housing numbers and challenge these in light of decrease in economic activity - study visit
	Exec committee + West Somerset District group.

Building connections with Quantocks AONB – Fyne Court meeting



	The shape of Somerset
	Develop Sensitivity and capacity study for Somerset
	Engage local communities to identify visual sensitivity and landscape value – study visit
	District groups,

Volunteers, members Exec committee,  Natural England

	Rural traffic speed
	Refine our policy on rural roads
	Look for partners –potentially National Office  study visit
	Exec committee,  Road safety charities, possible  SDF funding

	BMV
	Encourage protection of BMV land
	Look for ways of using our recent research – study visit
	Exec committee, SW Region

	Review policy on focusing development around strategic settlements v dispersed development in open country – East Coker.
	Consult on the idea of a rethink in policy in some areas.
	Shape of Somerset – see above.
	Exec committee,  SW Region

	NPPF
	Respond to consultation
	Encourage membership to respond to their MP
	Exec committee 

	Micro quarries 
	Research and report
	
	Chairman plus possible SDF funding


