Budget 2011: Green shoots buried under concrete
 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England today labels the Budget, ‘a massive threat to the environment’. The triple whammy of scrapping national brownfield targets, introducing a default yes to development, and pursuing half-baked proposals for land auctions could be devastating to treasured countryside. 
 
Commenting on the Chancellor’s proposals, Neil Sinden, CPRE’s Director of Policy, said: "The planning measures present a potentially devastating threat to the countryside and are unlikely to boost long-term economic growth. To suggest, as successive Governments have done, that planning is a key impediment to growth is just wrong.  It is disappointing that George Osborne is repeating the mistaken assertions made by Gordon Brown. 
 
“The planning system exists to prevent unsustainable, unwanted and environmentally damaging development. Today’s Budget is likely to undermine its ability to do this.
 
“Without national brownfield targets for housing we could have lost twice as much greenfield land to development over the last decade [1] – equivalent to an area almost twice the size of Manchester. This move puts green fields unnecessarily in the path of the bulldozers.
 
“The Chancellor’s default ‘yes to development’ threatens both the environment and sound planning.   The proposed land auctions are hugely risky and have failed to get backing from developers, local government or campaigners. In this context, his reassurances on protection of the Green Belt are nothing more than a fig leaf.”
 
Ends
Download the Briefing: Will Planning Reform Rescue The Economy?
 

Notes to Editors
1. This estimate is based on an calculations which compare the actual loss of greenfield land to housing development over the past 10 years with what might have happened if the proportion of housing built on previously developed (brownfield)land and average housing densities had remained at 1997 levels - ie. before the introduction of national targets. 
· CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk 
	


