CPRE Pushes for Local Jobs, Affordable Housing and Protecting Our Farmland
CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) Somerset has responded decisively to the consultation by South Somerset District Council on their Draft Core Strategy.  They have responded in some detail to the draft plan but their overriding message is that jobs and housing for local people must come first and not at the expense of greenfield sites.

Henry Best, Chair of the South Somerset Group, a District sub-group of Somerset CPRE, said “CPRE is in agreement with much of the Draft Core Strategy presented by South Somerset District Council.  However, we really must emphasise the importance of providing jobs and affordable homes for local people.  We do not want to see growth for growth’s sake which involves creating employment sites which encourage inward commuting or a demand for more housing for inwardly migrating employees.  We strongly oppose plans for building on yet more agricultural land and believe that brownfield land and sites already allocated for development can meet foreseeable future needs."
For example, Ilminster has almost 20 hectares allocated in the plan for New Employment Land.  This looks like more than the town could support and would inevitably then lead to people commuting to Ilminster, leading to traffic congestion and, inevitably, a call for more housing sprawl. If the District Council can create job opportunities for the people already living in an area and affordable housing for those who wish to stay where they belong,  the environment and local communities both benefit.”
The full detail of CPRE Somerset’s response can be seen by visiting their website on www.cpresomerset.org.uk 
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· For more info, contact Henry Best on 01460 54191 

or Becky Collier, Administrator on 0845 269 4206  Email: admin@cpresomerset.co.uk
www.cpresomerset.org.uk 

· CPRE Somerset campaigns for the better development of the rural environment in the administrative county of Somerset. 

· CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
