Crunch Your Way To A Beautiful Somerset

 

Here in Somerset, traditional orchards are very close to all of our hearts.  Their blossom speckles our patchwork landscape in Spring and they are a superb habitat for wildlife.  Not to mention the delicious apples themselves and, of course, the cider!  But the survival of our orchards is threatened by low apple prices, due to the increase in imported juice and fruit.
Each year in the UK we consume roughly 680 thousand tonnes of apples but, surprisingly, only one in three (34 per cent) of the apples we eat comes from the UK.[1]   Paul Bryan, Chairman of Somerset Campaign to Protect Rural England said, “We have one of the best climates for growing apples yet we are importing most of the apples we eat. Even those apples that do make it to the supermarket have to compete with artificially low banana prices which every year seem to coincide with the peak UK apple season.  At the moment, bananas are less than half the price per kilo than UK apples in the three major supermarkets.  
The choices we all make when out shopping have a clear effect on the price that orchard owners can demand for their fruit.  Unless we support British growers and experiment with different apple varieties, the apples in many smaller, traditional orchards will remain unpicked and unmarketable.  No landowner can sustain this and it will inevitably lead to a further loss of our traditional orchards.”
In the last decade the UK has lost a third (31 per cent) of its apple orchard land; in the last 25 years more than half our apple orchards have disappeared (56 per cent).[2]   This Thursday , 21st October, is 21st anniversary of UK Apple Day and CPRE is asking people to do their bit by biting into a British apple. 

Graeme Willis, Local Food Campaigner for CPRE, says: “The rate at which we have lost British apple orchards is crazy. We want people to try one of the superb home grown apple varieties first and think twice before reaching for an imported Golden Delicious or a Granny Smith. We’re not saying that imported apples are bad, and from wherever it comes, an apple a day is good for us. But by seeking out British apples at their seasonal best we can enjoy them more and do a better job of supporting local producers. It’s better for the environment and for the local economy too.”
 

Apple Day[3] is celebrated all over the country with local tasting days and other events.  By joining in, people can show their support for the countryside and UK farmers, and try a sample of the huge and wonderful variety of UK apples and ciders.
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Notes to Editors
1.       DEFRA, Basic Horticultural Statistics, 21 July 2010, http://defra.gov.uk/evidence/statistics/foodfarm/landuselivestock/bhs/documents/bhs.xls
2.       See footnote one. 1999/2000 to 2009/2010 4,007 hectares (16 square miles) of apple orchard land was lost, 1984/1985 - 2009/2010 11,096 hectares (43 square miles) was lost.
3.       Apple day was introduced in 1990 by Common Ground. It was intended to demonstrate the significance of the apple to British culture, landscape and wild life. Apple day is now celebrated countrywide on the nearest weekend to the 21st of October.

· For more info, contact Becky Collier, Administrator on 0845 269 4206 or admin@cpresomerset.co.uk

www.cpresomerset.org.uk 
· CPRE Somerset campaigns for the better development of the rural environment in the administrative county of Somerset. Visit 
· CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
