CPRE SPEAKS OUT TO PROTECT WELLINGTON’S FARMLAND
CPRE Somerset has written to Taunton Deane Borough Council to object to an application for a large scale housing development west of Milverton Road, Wellington.

Branch Chairman Paul Bryan said “This is a significant application and one that we consider should be resisted. If it was to be allowed, it would be a disaster for settings of Wellington, Milverton and Langford Budville.  The development would further erode the attractive yet fragile agricultural character of Somerset and would weaken UK food security at a time of population growth and world food shortages.”
CPRE Somerset insist that the site is on some of the best agricultural land found in the District, the County of Somerset and the Country as a whole. The Branch believes that land of this quality should remain in agriculture, ensuring the Nation has an adequate food supply. They feel that this is more important now that ever, with predicted UK population growth, high world food prices and shortages. 
Paul Bryan concluded “Taunton Deane’s own policy is to avoid development of best and most versatile land, except where necessary. CPRE Somerset supports the need for the expansion of Wellington, however, we consider that there are many other appropriate sites for the development around Wellington and that development of this site is therefore not necessary.”
………………………………ENDS………………………………
· For more info, contact  Becky Collier, Administrator on 0845 269 4206  
Email: admin@cpresomerset.co.uk            www.cpresomerset.org.uk 

· CPRE Somerset campaigns for the better development of the rural environment in the administrative county of Somerset. 

· CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
