Charities question Cameron’s ‘greenest Government ever’ claim one year on

Chief executives of leading UK charities have warned David Cameron he needs to ramp up his efforts to make the Coalition the ‘greenest Government ever’.

One year ago today (May 14) the Prime Minister made the ambitious promise, but in an open letter the leaders of 15 environment, wildlife and development charities say the Government is losing its way.

The letter (see attached) has been signed by chief executives from WWF, RSPB, Greenpeace, CPRE, Christian Aid and others and levels several criticisms at Mr Cameron’s environmental policies.

David Nussbaum, CEO of WWF-UK, said "David Cameron declared his Government's 'green' ambition emphatically a year ago; he must now demonstrate that his words are backed up by genuine, cross-departmental commitment to the natural environment. Adopting the fourth Carbon Budget on Monday would be evidence of leadership; failing to do so would indicate that the 'greenest Government ever' is losing its way."

Mike Clarke, RSPB chief executive, said “David Cameron made a bold promise on May 14 last year and it is the kind of promise that should not be made lightly.

“It is our job to hold him and his ministers to account when it comes to the environment and so we have chosen this anniversary to assess the Coalition Government on its green policies.  There is some positive news but overall Mr Cameron has a long way to go, and could definitely do much better for our wildlife, our countryside, our seas and our climate.”

John Sauven, Executive Director Greenpeace, said “To be true to his promise of making his Coalition Government the greenest in history, David Cameron must fully implement the recommendations of the 4th Carbon Budget. 

“He must also remove the threat to abolish the laws that protect the UK environment in the so called bonfire of the red tape. Finally, he must come up with a coherent plan to urgently mobilise investment in renewable energy that will reduce climate change and create a much needed boost to our economy. 

“If he fails to deliver on these simple measures then all the puff, all the spin and all the huskies in the world won’t camouflage the fact that this Government isn’t green.”

Shaun Spiers, CPRE Chief Executive, said: “As Leader of the Opposition David Cameron showed great leadership on the environment but the Treasury and the Business Department are very effectively undermining his good intentions.  In particular, the Treasury is succeeding in its attempts to dictate planning policy in ways that will harm the environment and local communities.   

“The Prime Minister has spoken compellingly of his commitment to the environment and love of the countryside.  David Cameron is now in power, and we have passed the time for warm words. The next phase of the Government needs to be about backing up green rhetoric with action.” 

Loretta Minghella, Director of Christian Aid, said: “As things stand the Coalition Government will be on the wrong side of history in being the greenest government never. 

“What’s concerning is that by doing this, they are choosing to inflict greater hardship on the poorest people in the world, who are already suffering the worst effects of climate change. Science says that governments must act to stop climate change; fairness says that governments such as the UK’s must act first and foremost given their historical emissions. 

“David Cameron and Nick Clegg must act now to get back on track and show real global leadership in both domestic and foreign policy.”
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