 “Think Before You Sell” Plea for County Farms 
“Act in haste, repent at leisure” was the strong warning given to Somerset County Council as it considers the potential sell-off of its 60 farms, totalling 7200 acres.

The warning came from the Somerset Branch of CPRE – the Campaign to Protect Rural England – which is very concerned about the future of the land after it has been sold off.  Henry Best, of Somerset CPRE, attended the recent meeting along with over 100 farmers, community leaders and concerned groups.  The meeting was so well attended that it had to be moved to the old Shire Hall to fit everyone in! Despite a large number of speakers objecting to the proposal, Cabinet members voted unanimously to support a recommendation to review selling County farms after a "farm-by-farm" assessment.
Mr Best said, “Obviously, times are hard and we appreciate that Somerset County Council has to look at its assets and consider ways of reducing its debts.  However, we do not feel that this should be at the expense of Somerset’s countryside.  
County farms such as the Donyatt Estate have played a huge part in encouraging their tenant farmers to support local farm shops and farmers markets which boosts the rural economy, gives people access to good quality, fresh food and is good for the environment.  County farms are also great stewards of the landscape – one of Somerset’s greatest assets. 
Our concern is that if farms are sold off, they get split up into smaller lots and the result is a landscape dotted with unsightly pony paddocks and hobby farms.  We would urge Somerset County Council to insist on restrictions on sale of any farms so that they should remain as individual farm units and not broken up.  Once farms are sold, it is too late – these large areas of sensitively managed countryside could be damaged forever.”
Somerset County Council plans to carry out the review on a “case by case” basis over the next two months.  CPRE Somerset is a charity campaigning for the better development of Somerset’s rural environment.  To find out more, visit www.cpresomerset.org.uk
ENDS

Notes for Editors

· For more info, contact Becky Collier, Administrator on 0845 269 4206 or admin@cpresomerset.co.uk
· CPRE Somerset campaigns for the better development of the rural environment in the administrative county of Somerset. 

· The Somerset Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England is a company limited by guarantee (registered in England No. 04755482) and a Registered Charity No 1100860)

· CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
