New Government Safety Plan means ‘rural road roulette’ 
 

Countryside campaigners claimed Rural England was the big loser in the Government’s new road safety framework published today (Wednesday) [1]. The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) is calling for an urgent rethink to tackle rural road safety.

 

Ralph Smyth, Senior Transport Campaigner at the CPRE, said: “Most road deaths happen on rural roads but alarmingly the Government’s new road safety plan fails to mention the word ‘rural’ once. The Government has committed to providing better guidance for urban but not for rural roads. If we are to make rural roads safer, we need a clear national framework for all roads so that neighbouring councils can work together coherently.”

 

Three-quarters of car occupant deaths happen on rural roads, while the risk for cycling is three times higher than in urban areas [2]. The Department for Transport’s 2009 consultation document said that ‘the rural roads problem…appears to be a fundamental weakness in our road safety system’ but then proposed little to solve this [3]. 

 

As a result CPRE launched a campaign that meant over half the public responses to the 2009 consultation pressed for action on rural road safety. CPRE is calling for better guidance to end ‘speed limit lotteries’ where drivers are confused by widely varying speed limits between neighbouring councils. 

 

CPRE is also asking for legal changes to allow councils to introduce 40mph zones on networks of minor country roads. We should learn the lessons of the successful introduction of 60kmph zones in rural areas of the Netherlands, as part of that country’s systematic strategy to make all its roads easier to understand and safer for all road users.

 

Ralph Smyth concluded: “The long awaited new strategy has proposed no solution to the rural roads problem. Indeed, in a break with the previous road safety strategies it has removed any reference to rural areas. This is frankly alarming. Ministers have not managed to find time to meet CPRE to discuss rural road safety issues despite our repeated requests. As the summer months approach, we hope there can be a ray of sunshine for rather than more tragedies on our country lanes.”

 

Ends 

 

Notes to Editors
[1] On Wednesday 11 May 2011 the Government published its Strategic Framework for Road Safety, which is available at: www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roadsafety/strategicframework 

[2] The first figure comes from paragraph 5.4 of A Safer Way: Consultation on making Britain's Roads the Safest in the World. The cycling figure comes from a 2001 research report that influenced the consultation. The former is available at:

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/dft.gov.uk/pgr/roadsafety/roadsafetyconsultation/ 

[3] Paragraphs 5.5 to 5.6 in A Safer Way.

 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) fights for a better future for the English countryside. We work locally and nationally to protect, shape and enhance a beautiful, thriving countryside for everyone to value and enjoy. Our 57,000 members are united in their love for England’s landscapes and rural communities, and stand up for the countryside, so it can continue to sustain, enchant and inspire future generations. Founded in 1926, President: Bill Bryson, Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
 

