PRESS RELEASE
 Volcanic Ash Could Help Somerset Farms!

That was one of the views put forward in a lively discussion about British agriculture which took place at the recent AGM of the Somerset Branch of Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE).  Graham Harvey, the guest speaker, agreed with the audience member who suggested that grounding of planes carrying exotic foods from all over the globe had made people stop and think again about where their food comes from and how we should all be trying to source food locally.

Graham Harvey is a journalist and author of books such as “The Killing of the Countryside” and “We Want Real Food” and is also the agricultural story editor of Radio 4’s The Archers.  Graham spoke to members of CPRE Somerset about the need to return to small scale, mixed farming which has created our patchwork landscape over centuries.  He said ”The current race for technological solutions to keep increasing food production is simply not sustainable.  We are all at the mercy of the greed of the large corporations.  Unless we start to think more locally, the future of UK farming could be as subject to catastrophic meltdown as the banking industry.”
Paul Bryan, Chair of CPRE Somerset, also expressed his concerns, saying “Some of Somerset’s best agricultural land is currently earmarked for large scale housing development.  We are facing a future of food insecurity if we allow these beautiful and productive areas of farmland to be sacrificed.  CPRE Somerset will be working hard in the next few months to try to influence planners and developers so that Somerset’s countryside is protected for future generations.”
CPRE Somerset is always looking for active volunteers to help with campaigns, publicity and organising events. To find out more about the work of Somerset CPRE visit www.cpresomerset.org.uk or email admin@cpresomerset.org.uk 
Notes For Editors:
· For more info, contact Becky Collier, Administrator on 0845 269 4206

· CPRE Somerset campaigns for the better development of the rural environment in the administrative county of Somerset. 

· The Somerset Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England is a company limited by guarantee (registered in England No. 04755482) and a Registered Charity No 1100860)
· CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
