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Dear LDF Team

RESPONSE TO LDF CONSULTATION





    







Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft LDF for Sedgemoor and please accept my apologies for our late response.  CPRE Somerset largely supports the policies put forward by the Council but we would like to draw your attention to what we see as our priorities.   We would encourage the Authority to consider them in future development plans.

1. Protection and enhancement of the landscape

Sedgemoor has, in places, a highly attractive farmed setting. In other areas, however, farmland is under threat from fragmentation by “horsiculture” and hobby farming.  We believe that policies are needed, and must be enforced, to ensure that farming remains the predominant land use in the District.  Where consent is sought for change of use to allow equine structures or associated highways works, separate from an existing farmstead, then consent should be refused.  
2. Protection of agricultural land

If sites are to be developed around urban areas, we would urge the Council to look at the evidence presented in the recent and detailed Agricultural Land Classification and to avoid the “Best and Most Versatile” agricultural land. The future agenda sees local food production as important and CPRE believes that Sedgemoor DC should modify its plans to adapt to this new situation.  We are concerned that future expansion of towns may occur without a good understanding of the effects on agriculture and the landscape.  Farming conserves landscape character and heritage. It also provides food, the backdrop to recreation, places for wildlife to exist and for flooding to take place. It does this, for no cost.
3. Affordable housing in rural areas

We believe that affordable housing sites should be provided in as wide a range of rural settlements as possible. We are doubtful that the ‘exceptions policy’ is sufficient on its own to deliver an appropriate level of affordable housing to ensure socially sustainable communities. We would like to see, within rural areas, a lower threshold for affordable housing to trigger a proportion of affordable dwellings. We would also support policies that encourage more self-build units for local people in genuine need of affordable housing.  Affordable housing should also mean well-designed, sustainable housing.
As well as these three priorities, we would urge the Authority to reconsider its overall approach to development in Sedgemoor.  We would like to see sustainable development, where jobs are created and maintained for people who live locally rather than the continued provision of housing for people who commute to other areas for work.
I hope you will consider our concerns in the development of your plans for Sedgemoor.

Yours faithfully
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Paul Bryan

Chairman – CPRE Somerset
President         		


Roger Martin





Chairman


Paul Bryan





Please reply to:- 


Westowe Orchard,


Lydeard St Lawrence


Taunton


TA4 3SH


paul@westoweorchard.co.uk 




















The Somerset Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England exists to promote the beauty, tranquility and diversity of rural England by encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country.
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