Shale gas 'unlikely to be a game changer'
 

CPRE welcomes the Energy and Climate Change Committee's conclusion that onshore shale gas exploitation in the UK is unlikely to be able to supply more than 1.5 years of UK gas demand and stressed that environmental concerns should form the basis on which further exploration is judged.

 

Commenting on the possibility of a quick expansion of the industry, Dustin Benton, Senior Policy Officer at CPRE said: 

 

"The report highlights that even full exploitation of UK shale gas would only deliver a year and a half worth of gas, so why put some of our finest landscapes at risk from the development of a small resource? The committee is right to raise concerns about impacts on local communities, water use in already water-stressed parts of the country, the need for associated pipelines, and the danger of abandoned wells contaminating the land."

 

Although there are a few positive examples, the widespread development of shale gas poses real risks to valued landscapes. The British Geological Survey [1] noted that the best locations for shale gas are in the:

 

· Namurian deposits, which underlie the Peak District National Park, and the Forest of Bowland and Nidderdale; 

· Weald and Wessex basins, which underlie the South Downs National Park, the New Forest, the High Weald AONB, the Dorset AONB, Cranbourne Chase, and the High Weald AONB, among others; and 
· Cambrian play, which underlies the Cotswolds AONB. 
 

Dustin Benton concluded: "The biggest immediate danger from shale gas for the countryside is that it leads to sprawling infrastructure in otherwise tranquil, rural settings. 

 

“There’s also a risk that poorly built or abandoned wells could contaminate land and water supplies. In the long run, the big concern is that we might build a lot of gas fired power plants in locations unsuitable for necessary carbon capture infrastructure and undercut investment in cleaner energy sources."

 

End
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