Sustainable development: more than a fig leaf for damaging planning decisions?
 

Countryside Champion the Campaign to Protect Rural England today (Wednesday) accuses the Government of using the term ‘sustainable’ as a fig leaf for a pro-growth agenda regardless of the environmental consequences. This follows the publication of a ‘potential approach’ for a ‘presumption in favour of sustainable development’ in which the Government intends to require planning authorities to ‘approve all individual proposals wherever possible’ [1].

 

Paul Miner, Senior Planning Campaigner for CPRE, says: “This proposed policy is as insidious as it is misleading. It’s as if Ministers believe that by using the word sustainable no one will think to question any of the details. In reality, this proposed presumption could open the floodgates to environmentally damaging development across the country.

 

“This Government said they would bring local people back into real decision making on the future development in their area. But people will not be empowered by the planning reforms if the system merely promotes development, at any cost to the environment.”

 

End
 

Notes to Editors
[1] Department for Communities and Local Government: http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpolicy/presumptionfavour/
 

[2] The sentence that has campaigners particularly worried is: “grant permission where the plan is absent, silent, indeterminate or where relevant policies are out of date.” This could undermine the primacy of the local plan and seems to contradict the Government’s ambition that these plans should be more concise and developed more quickly because local people will need to do more work to make absolutely sure their plans are watertight. Many will be concerned that any development not specifically ruled out by local policies could be given a green light without consultation or appeal. CPRE believes that developers will increasingly resort to submitting planning applications and then appealing to the Planning Inspectorate against refusal. Currently only 32% of all local authority decisions are overturned at appeal – under the proposed draft this proportion is in our opinion likely to increase significantly.

 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) fights for a better future for the English countryside. We work locally and nationally to protect, shape and enhance a beautiful, thriving countryside for everyone to value and enjoy. Our 57,000 members are united in their love for England’s landscapes and rural communities, and stand up for the countryside, so it can continue to sustain, enchant and inspire future generations. Founded in 1926, President: Bill Bryson, Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
