Voluntary approach failing to deliver wide-scale environmental benefits
 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) today (Tuesday) warns that time is running out for the Campaign for the Farmed Environment (CFE) [1] to deliver on its promises. The CFE aims to replace the environmental benefits previously provided by set aside [2], through voluntary actions, but new figures show that currently many farmers are failing to give the campaign the support it needs. CPRE is urging the Government to have alternative measures ready for introduction if there isn’t a major boost in support from farmers over the coming year. 

 

The latest Defra survey [3] has found that, despite the concerted efforts made by CFE partner organisations [4] and pleas by Farming Minister, Jim Paice MP, to get involved, around three quarters (76 per cent) of farmers have not taken up any of the campaign’s voluntary measures. Even more worrying, four out of five farmers (79 per cent) say they don’t intend to contribute in the future. Despite these very negative findings, the survey suggests that since the CFE began those farmers who are participating have increased the area of farm land dedicated to the campaign’s aims.

 

The latest survey results suggest the Government should have a ‘Plan B’ ready to go in a year’s time. It should begin thinking about what compulsory measures might be needed to make sure all farmers deliver the environmental benefits the campaign has promised. Ministers have been very clear these will be introduced if the campaign does not live up to expectations [5].

 

Ian Woodhurst, CPRE’s Senior Farming Campaigner says: “The Campaign for the Farmed Environment has just over a year left to run. We know that many farmers are excellent stewards of the countryside, and some are doing a great job in providing environmental benefits from their land. But too many of their colleagues are letting them down.

 

“If new regulations are to be avoided, more farmers need to start pulling their weight to prove their claim that they can deliver for the environment right across the country. 

 

“Ministers should also learn the lessons of the CFE so far, and seriously consider whether relying on voluntary action is a realistic option when it comes to protecting the environment. The Government’s forthcoming review of farming regulations needs to take into account the difficulties the CFE is facing in achieving its aims. We can’t just hope for the best and leave it to a dedicated few when it comes to protecting our countryside and its wildlife.”

 

End
 

Notes to Editors
[1] In 2009 the Government consulted on two alternatives for retaining the environmental benefits of set-aside. One was a mandatory approach that would require all farmers to put a small percentage of their land into environmental management. The other was a voluntary approach devised by the farming industry which the Government decided to implement. The Campaign for the Farmed Environment was therefore established. The CFE’s aim is to encourage farmers to sign up to options in the Entry Level Environmental Stewardship Scheme (ELS), and implement additional voluntary measures that aim to recapture the environmental benefits associated with former set-aside land. It provides advice, support, and training to farmers and their advisers who choose to participate in the Campaign in order to facilitate the implementation of measures on their farms. 
 
[2]Set aside was introduced in 1988 to prevent over production of food by taking agricultural land out of production. Set aside land could then be managed to produce environmental benefits, for example by providing areas of feeding habitat for wildlife and by preventing water courses becoming contaminated by agricultural sprays. Areas of set aside also added to the diversity of the landscape by creating patches of non-cultivated land. In recent years around 500,000 hectares of land has been left fallow or put into set-aside, making it England’s third largest land use. CPRE agreed set aside should be phased out, now that the CAP no longer requires farmers to produce particular crops to receive farming payments, but called for a mandatory measure to be introduced to prevent the loss of the environmental benefits accrued while set aside existed.
 
[3] Statistics from the Defra Survey of Land Managed under the Campaign for the Farmed Environment for the 2010/11 crop year were released on 10 May. The survey was run in the middle of February 2011. Table 6.1 Have you put land into some form of unpaid environmental management by choosing at least one of the Campaign voluntary measures? Yes = 23% No = 76%. Table 4.1 If you have taken no action in response to the Campaign do you intend to do so? Yes = 21% No = 79%
See - http://www.defra.gov.uk/statistics/files/defra-stats-foodfarm-environ-environmanagement-2ndmonitoringsurv-1011year.pdf
 

[4] CFE partner organisations include: National Farmers Union, Country Land and Business Association, Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group, and Linking Environment and Farming, working in partnership with Defra, Natural England, the Environment Agency and the RSPB. For further details see http://www.cfeonline.org.uk/

 

[5] In February, in an open letter to the farming industry, Minister for Agriculture, Jim Paice said: “The Government is putting food production back up the agenda, but we have made it clear that this must be done alongside protecting and enhancing the environment and farmers must show they can do both. The CFE is the farming industry’s chance to demonstrate that this voluntary approach can work better than regulation and that they are best placed to decide on, and tackle, their local environmental priorities, without intervention. But if the farming community cannot step up and achieve these results voluntarily the Government will have to consider a compulsory approach to deliver these same benefits.” See http://www.cfeonline.org.uk/News/Back-CFE-or-risk%E2%80%98compulsory-approach%E2%80%99,-says-Jim-Paice/
 

The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) fights for a better future for the English countryside. We work locally and nationally to protect, shape and enhance a beautiful, thriving countryside for everyone to value and enjoy. Our 57,000 members are united in their love for England’s landscapes and rural communities, and stand up for the countryside, so it can continue to sustain, enchant and inspire future generations. Founded in 1926, President: Bill Bryson, Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
	


