WHAT A SHORT SIGHTED WASTE!

The Somerset Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England is joining the campaign to fight the proposed closure of eight Household waste recycling centres across the County.  Somerset County Council made the decision to close these sites last week as part of its cost cutting regime. 
Paul Bryan, Chair of Somerset CPRE said, “I understand that one of the sites, Blacknell Lane at Crewkerne, was in the top three for efficiency last year, with a recycle rate of 83% achieved in June 2010, yet this is to be one of the first to be closed.  Surely, closing such a site which has had investment of around £250 000 from Somerset CC in recent years, can not be a sensible way to save money?  
We anticipate that these closures will mean that many people will be forced to leave their waste in their wheelie bins and it will ultimately go to landfill instead of being recycled. If this then leads to an increase in waste going to landfill, what will the extra cost be then to Somerset CC?”
CPRE Somerset is also concerned that some people may even resort to flytipping – an unsightly, hazardous and expensive embarrassment for Somerset CC to have to clean up.  CPRE has found that, nationally, 77% of fly-tips involved household waste – a 5.4 per cent increase on 2005/06.  If people find their local recycling site has closed, then there is a great risk of this problem increasing.
Ben Stafford, Head of Campaigns at CPRE’s London office, said: “The best way to get people to recycle is to make it easy. If we move the goalposts or make it harder, people are less likely to do it.  
 

"Closing these sites risks undermining Somerset's recycling. The idea may save money in the short term, but it will end up costing more in the long run as expensive landfill charges and the costs of clearing up litter and fly tipping - already huge problems across many parts of our countryside - pile up. Councillors need to stop thinking short term and see the bigger picture." 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
ENDS
· For more info, contact Becky Collier, Administrator on 0845 269 4206 or admin@cpresomerset.co.uk

www.cpresomerset.org.uk 

· CPRE Somerset campaigns for the better development of the rural environment in the administrative county of Somerset. 

· CPRE, the Campaign to Protect Rural England, is a charity which promotes the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England. We advocate positive solutions for the long-term future of the countryside. Founded in 1926, we have 60,000 supporters and a branch in every county. President: Bill Bryson. Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. www.cpre.org.uk
