Waste review bottles it
 

Anti-litter campaigners expressed great disappointment today (Tuesday) that a new Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) review of waste policy has missed a golden opportunity to introduce a drinks container deposit refund system and passed the buck on tackling litter [1]. 

 

Campaigners are frustrated that despite overwhelming public support and strong evidence that such a system, already in place in many other countries, could greatly increase UK recycling rates and reduce litter, Ministers have not acted now. Instead the review recommends looking at different approaches but, as with other government statements on litter, fails to lay out precisely what these might be.   

 

Samantha Harding, Manager of the CPRE Stop the Drop campaign, says: “This waste review has proved to be a huge missed opportunity. The Government say they aspire to a zero waste economy yet they appear to be content to allow UK recycling rates to flatline at 40 per cent. Most importantly for us they do nothing to support an initiative that significantly reduces litter and could deliver 90 per cent recycling rate for drinks containers [2]. The review acknowledges that deposit schemes increase recycling and reduce litter, but it doesn’t have the bottle to support them.

 

“Last year councils spent £885 million in taxpayers’ money clearing up litter. Yet the government seems determined to keep trying the same old failed approaches. It's a shame that, despite initial positive comments from David Cameron about deposit schemes, a change of Government doesn't seem to have brought a change in terms of the inertia on this issue.”

 

Despite highlighting litter in the first sentence of her foreword to today’s document, Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman seems cautious about innovative new approaches to litter policy. Some new powers to prosecute fly-tippers are welcome, but the Government has so far not listened to calls from councils to tighten up laws on littering from vehicles, and seems to be leaving a lot of the work of getting people to change their behaviour to civil society groups.

 

In a ground-breaking report, published in September last year, CPRE demonstrated that a deposit refund system could be introduced in the UK at no public cost but could deliver huge benefits (http://bit.ly/kt36Kf).

 

Next month CPRE will follow up this research with a new report looking at the benefits such a system would bring to the economy, particularly its potential to create jobs.

 

End
 

Notes to Editors
[1] DEFRA, Waste Review, 14 June 2011, http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/06/14/waste-review-published/ 

[2] Campaign to Protect Rural England (2010), ‘Have we got the Bottle? Implementing a deposit refund scheme in the UK,’ research carried out by Eunomia, is published on 16 September.
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