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9th November 2021
Dear Madam,

APPEAL INQUIRY 9-12 NOVEMBER 2021: PROPOSAL BY HOPKINS CONCRETE/ WYKE TO BUILD 200 HOUSES IN THE FIELD ABOVE CASTLE CARY STATION

I was proud to be appointed President of the CPRE Somerset, the countryside charity, a few months ago. Founded in 1926, the charity is one of the longest running environmental groups in the country. In Somerset we have focused in recent years on identifying inappropriate development proposals that, in our opinion, would harm the character and appearance of the smaller market towns and villages that are most vulnerable to change.

We are particularly concerned by this speculative proposal to build 200 houses on the superb unspoilt landscape that marks the northern edge of Ansford/Castle Cary, and the edge of the intact Brue valley. We see no justification in this instance for the scale of harm proposed. 

I had hoped to attend the Inquiry on its opening day, but this has proved not to be possible. We have asked our planner, Fletcher Robinson, to present our case to the inquiry and to be present for the full 4 days.

I would like to conclude by making reference to the astonishing total of 1,272 signatures gathered locally in the town bookshop and market hall, and another 500 online, against this proposal, in addition to the many objections online. CPRE has been assured by the government that the opinion of local people does indeed count in planning matters.  We trust that local opinion will be heard and respected in this appeal, whilst, of course, accepting that the decision will be based strictly on policy. 

Yours sincerely,

Mariella Frostrup
President, CPRE Somerset

The Campaign to Protect Rural England
is a company limited by guarantee
Registered in England number 04755482
Registered charity number: 1100860

The CPRE logo is a registered trademark

